Buckthorn plants can grow into trees.

Buckthorn plants grow dark blue berries.

Who are we?
We are Fox Point residents dedicated to
fighting invasive buckthorn on our property.
You may have seen us out in the yard with a
clippers and herbicide, trying to remove buckthorn plants, or you may have noticed arborists
we have hired to remove buckthorn trees. We
received a grant from the Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium to remove
buckthorn and share with our neighbors why
were doing so.

What’s the big deal
about buckthorn?

Buckthorn is an invasive -- it does not grow
naturally here. It was introduced as an ornamental shrub in Wisconsin as early as 1849. It
aggressively competes with native plants, casting a dense shade as it matures into tall shrubs
and trees. The shading has a destructive effect
on native herbaceous and low-shrub plants and
may prevent the establishment of native tree
seedlings.

How can you get rid
of buckthorn?

1) Trim and treat. During the growing
season, cut the plants’ stems off near ground
level and treat them with glyphosate herbicide
to curb sprouting.
Chemical control methods are best done
during the fall when the plants are still
growing. Buckthorn is often the last green
shrub in the woods, making identification
easier.
Buckthorn also leafs out early in the season.
The combination of early flowering and late
retention of leaves shades out the wildflowers
that belong growing in this region.
The common buckthorn is also easier to spot
when the female plants are in fruit, ripening
from August through September. The abundant fruits are eaten by birds, encouraging the
long-distance dispersal of seeds. Buckthorns
can rapidly form dense thickets, crowding out
plants that belong here, like beautiful white
seasonal Trillium.
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You can borrow the UPROOTER from
the village for free!

2) Dig it up. Professional pulling tools exist but are expensive.
The Office of the Weed Commissioner and the Village staff created
the ‘No-Grow-Co’. It’s a non-monetary cooperative through which
residents can borrow the UPROOTER® (a professional pulling
tool) FOR FREE. If you are interested, please contact Village Hall
at (414) 351-8900 to coordinate a time to pick it up and drop it
off.
4) Girdling. If having a dead tree on the property is not an aesthetic issue, there are several ways to kill buckthorn by girdling
mature specimens. One can use an axe, a saw or a professional
girdling tool to remove a two-to-five inch strip of bark from the
circumference of the base of the tree.

What does the village think?

According to the Village of Fox Point website, “The Village
has taken a proactive approach in reducing invasive plants along
public rights-of-way and publicly owned properties.
“We remove invasive plants and treat their stumps whenever
we encounter them while performing forestry activities in the
Village.
“Additionally, the Fox Point Indian Creek Stewardship Group
annually sponsors two volunteer invasive removal projects, one
each spring and fall at Indian Creek Woods. They also plan to
monitor the reconstructed Indian Creek waterway and associated
wetlands and remove any invasive plants that may be beginning to
get established.
“We encourage residents to become educated about invasive
plants and work towards their elimination through management
of their properties.”
For more information, please visit the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources Invasive Plant page at dnr.wi.gov/topic/
invasives or contact the Village of Fox Point Weed Commissioner,
Douglas H. Frazer, at dhfrazer@villageoffoxpoint.com for more
information.
According to the Village website, “The Weed Commissioner investigates the existence of noxious weeds in the Village. If noxious
weeds are present and have been neglected to be removed, the
Commissioner has the authority to destroy or have them destroyed in an effort to keep a more pleasant looking environment.”

Where do you put the stuff after
you pull it out?

Get rid of buckthorn and garlic mustard by bagging the plants
and sending them to a landfill with the bag labeled “Invasive
plants. Approved by DNR for landfilling.” (And think about
using a paper bag rather than a plastic bag; that plastic bag is
going to last in the landfill a long time.)

Garlic mustard smells like garlic if you rub it between your fingers.

Join SEWISC

to fight invasive species
Please complete this form and mail it with your check
(Payable to SEWISC) to:
SEWISC
360 Cedar Sauk Road
West Bend, WI 53095

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________________________________________
State: ___________________________ ZIP: __________________________________
Phone: ___________________E-mail: _______________________________________
Annual Dues
Membership level:

□
□
□
□
□

Student $15

□

Tax-deductible donations accepted in any amount = $ _________________

Individual/Family $25
Nonprofit $50
Business $100
Government $50

A confirmation e-mail will be sent when we receive your membership application and payment.
The Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium, Inc. (SEWISC) is a non-profit organization. All
contributions are tax-deductible. SEWISC will not share your personal information with any other organization.
Thank you for your support!

And what about garlic mustard?
Garlic mustard is a cool-season biennial herb that ranges from
12 to 48 inches in height as an adult flowering plant. Leaves and
stems emit the distinctive odor of onion or garlic when crushed
(particularly in spring and early summer) and help distinguish
the plant from all other woodland mustard plants.
First year plants consist of a cluster of three or four round,
scallop-edged leaves rising 2 to 4 inches in a rosette. Second-year
plants generally produce one or two flowering stems with numerous white flowers that have four separate petals.
Garlic mustard is the only plant of this height in our woods
with white flowers in May.
Garlic mustard is a rapidly spreading woodland weed that is
displacing native woodland wildflowers in Wisconsin. It dominates the forest floor and can displace most native herbaceous
species within ten years.
Hit it early and hit it hard. As soon as you see plants, start
treating them before the understory of the woods is carpeted
with garlic mustard.
Don’t give up hope when garlic mustard comes back for
several years; the plants create thousands of seeds that can remain viable for years.
The best time to pull plants is when they have just started
flowering, but before any seeds have been made. This is a good
rainy-day project because you have a better chance of pulling up
the entire root system so that the plant doesn’t re-sprout from
the part of the root that you left behind.
Large infestations are best controlled by spraying with an
herbicide with the active ingredient glyphosate, which comes
under many brand names, such as Roundup or Cornerstone.

